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Highlights of an Ocean Race

The most recent addition b
the ocean facing circuit is the
San Francisco to Kauai race
which was rum for the first
time this summer, Imberest
was high with 43 boats. from
2% b0 67 entered and 40
actually starting. Many of the
CAlfanls were new 0 ooean
racing. Most were from ihe
Bay area which has oot
hosted a sailboal race W the
Hawaiian Islands since 1935,

The smallest of the con-
testants, & Ranger 3, Pro
Tame, was from the Seaitle
area.  She completed the
course in |7 days, 5 hours, 12
minubes  and 11 seconds
which placed her first in her
division and 6th overall on
comected fime. We ralked
with Bob Stange, her owner
and skipper who pave us the
following highlighs:

We had wanted o sail in
the Victora/Maui mee, but
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Fro Taro was oo small o
qualify. They limit the num-
ber of entries in that race.
probably because of the small
harbsor in Lahaina,

This was our first ocean
race. My crew consisicd of
my son Bill, and mwo of his
college friends, Before beav
ing Scatile, we made some
minos changes in the boa
which, | feel, really made a
big ditference, Most impor-
tamily, we replaced all plass
with 3/8"" plexiglass, through
bolied. Shoniy afler the starn
of 1he race, we ran indo theee
days of jale with winds of
35+ knots and big sens. We
wene om a beam reach with
triple reefed main, and it was
a wild ride. We wok los of
water over and filled the
cockpit three times. 1 dowhe
that the original glass poris
would have taken that som of
punishment.  Some  would

surely have broken, forcing
us to withdraw from the race,

We also strengihened the
rigging by replacing the back-
stay with & heavier one, ad-
ded stiffeners in the lorepenk
and & bearing und better sup-
port for the mdder. As it
turned owl, three boats did not
finish  because of hroken
nukders

According w0 the  race
rules, we had 10 casry 15 gal-
lons of water per person, That
is @ log of water and a lot of
weight for a 29 foo boat. We
installed  some  tempomry
tanks and took along a good
deal of dehydraved food that in
itself was light and would Jer
us use up our waser, It was
impoartant to keep Pre Tamo
on her lines as much &8 possi-
hle. Wi also removed our
three burser stove with oven
and repluces it with a single
burmmer Sea  Swing. That
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limited owr conking ability, In
the morntngs we ate breakfas
hars, for lunch Japanese noo-
dies and then had a mone sub.
stantial dinfer. The bows
complained about my curry -
tiw e

One reason we did well in
the race is that by the time we
had sailed from Scattle so San
Francisco  we had  solved
some of the lntle problems,
goeten our sen legs and could
funchion as a crew. Many of
the local boars were sill
scrambling o findsh this or
that up be the start of the race.

Another resson was my
son’s navigation which was
excellent. We always kmew
exactly where we werne and
coubd adjust our course ac-
cordingly. Only one time
were we unsure of our posi-
tion. Every morning at 0900,
all bouts reported in giving
their positions. One day we
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sighted & boat that had re-
ported its location some [0
miles from ours. We knew
they were using loran and as-
sumed their position had to be
correct and our navigator was
not as preat as owe  had
thought. In chatting with the
other vessel later on the radio.
we found the ermor was theirs
and our faith in owr navigator
was restored.

We made our best fime in
the trades. One day we had a
run of 180 miles. Sometimes
we flew a spinnaker, and
other times twin headsails.
You do lose some speed that
way bul you gain control
which lets vou steer a better
course. It's also easier on the
crew when they feel the boat
is well under control.

We ran inte some tcky
squalls, particularly at might.
Sometimes they contsined a
lot of wind, other times just
drenching  rain.  Since we
wanted to do well, we were
reluctant o reduce sail uniil
we absolutely had to, This re-
sulied in some wild activity
on the foredeck at times.

I don’t think we ook any
big chances in order to do
well. If we had not been rac-
ing. we probably would have

Crew of the “Pro Tama™

picked a more comfortable
course those first three days
of gale winds and perhaps we
would  have reduced  sail
sooner when we spotted an
approaching squall, but fortu-
nately -all went well

We did nearly blow  the
ruce just before the finish. We
wanted to cross the line dying
some color, ended up over-
pirwering the boat and nearly
did not finish at all. But we
did finish and were pleased
with the boat and our overall
performance.

I want to take this oppor-
wnity 1o thank the many
people at the Ballema Bay
Yacht Club for pulting on an
excellent race. They worked
hard to put on pre-race pro-
frams to inform crews about
some of the problems of
oCedn  racing,  provided  us
with weather maps in instruc-
tons on how to utilize the
information and updated i
daily via 55B during the en-
tire race. They provided us
with an excellent communica-
tions  systern and we  feel,
contributed greatly to our en-
Jovment of the race. This was
the first time they hosted an
ocean tace, and | am sure it

will not be the last, ’4
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